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for instance, had made great strides. Here at Uruk there
were monumental buildings on an impressive scale, palaces
and temples, and even a shrine raised up on an artificial
platform, the prototype of the ziggnrats (staged towers) of
the later Sumerian and Babylonian builders. Public build-
ings were now symmetrically and carefully planned. They
were constructed of neat, rectangular mud-bricks and mortar,
with alternating buttresses and recesses along the facades,
and arched doorways. A kind of mosaic ornament had been
devised to ornament the external wall-faces. This was com-
posed of baked clay cones, the shape of a rifle-cartridge. Their
ends were dipped into paint of various colours and they were
then thrust into the still wet mud plaster, side by side, so that
the colours formed a pattern.

One such temple, also of the Uruk period, was discovered
during the Iraq Government excavations at Uqair in 1940.
Perhaps it was because the Sumerians were originally
mountain people that they preferred to raise up their shrines
on artificial hills. In any case, this temple was built at the
summit of a two-storey brick platform, semi-oval in shape
* and about five metres high, approached by three broad stair-
ways. It consisted of a long central hall, with an altar at
one end, four smaller rooms on either side, and stairs up
to the roof. It was whitewashed outside, and inside covered
with wall-paintings, which must be by far the oldest formal
painted frescoes in the world. Almost all the rooms had the
same scheme of decoration: a dado of plain, plum-coloured
paint about a metre high; then about half a metre of elabo-
rate geometric ornament in several colours ; and above that
a procession of human figures, and perhaps mythical animals,
although these were difficult to recover owing to the fading
of the painting as the plaster faces drew nearer to the surface
of the mound. On each side of the altar were two guardian
lions, one crouching and the other springing. They might
equally well be called leopards, since they were painted in
red outline on a white ground, and covered with black spots.
The temple was built on a heavy layer of bitumen, and paved
with white gypsum.

This and many of the buildings at Warka suggested real
architectural accomplishment; so we may assume that the
people of the Uruk period in Iraq were some of the world's